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It’s the Team That Counts 


5 inane OF US who have followed the fortunes of the Brooklyn 

Dodgers were interested last season in Jackie Robinson, their 
extraordinary first baseman. Jackie and his mother are church 
people, good Christians, devout Methodists. Jackie’s mother 
followed his career with pride, love and anxiety, mixed with fervid 
prayers. When the Dodgers went into a mid-season slump, 
Jackie wrote his mother: “Perhaps you’d better quit praying for 
me alone, Ma, and pray for the whole team.”’ Is that not good 
advice for us in these cities and towns of ours? It is the team 
that counts, this Protestant team of ours. As it succeeds, Presby- 
terianism succeeds. As it fails, Methodism fails. But more 
important still, if St. Paul was right and the church is the body 
of Christ, as the body is strong and healthy, then the Head of the 
church is able through it to accomplish his holy will. If that is 
done, nothing else will really matter.— GERALD E. KNOFF, at the 


Southeastern Church Convocation, Atlanta. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Progress of Aid for French Seminary Is Told 





OUTLOOK Readers Are Helping 


To the Editors: 

Your article about Jean Abel and the 
Montpellier Seminary in France is appre- 
ciated (Dec. 29). 

Our students at A. T. S. and U. T. S&S. 
have heartened each other with the real 
sacrifices behind the rousing success of 
the initial response. We feel that this 
kind of giving—personal, direct, Christian 
to Christian—aids both us and these fu- 
ture French Protestant leaders. 

Dr. Lacy visited Montpellier personally 
last week and wrote us that the need 
was at least as great as we had imagined. 
Maybe you could publish his first-hand, 
factual report when he returns next week. 

Therefore, in addition to the initial 
pledges, which you reported, we are now 
going farther by sending specifically 
needed food items, bundles of clothing for 
students and their families, and personal 
letters of encouragement to each individ- 
ual whom we are sponsoring. It is a great 
experience in Christian giving! 

Already some of your readers have 
joined us in our Montpellier project, and 
if there are others who wish to participate, 
they may write any student or faculty 
member at ATS or UTS for information. 
Or send funds payable to Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, designated for the Montpel- 
llier Trust Fund. 

FRED R,. STAIR, JR. 
Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va. 


To the Editors: 

We of the Seminary student body appre- 
ciated the article in your December 29 
issue regarding our fund for Montpellier 
Seminary this year. All of us have been 
much heartened by the response which it 
obtained and the success of the fund. I 
think most, if not all, of the students and 
faculty have had to give sacrificially. 

It has been the feeling of some of us 
that this thing can spread. I understand 
that the need in the whole Protestant 
Church of France for the very necessities 
of life is just as great as that which we 
have found at Montpellier Seminary. I do 
not even suggest that we conduct another 
drive for money, but I do feel that 
throughout the bounds of our church there 
are a great many who can find in this that 
practical sort of an opportunity for which 
they have been looking, to share of their 
possessions with other Christians who are 
in need. I can think of no more practi- 
cal way to express Christian brotherhood. 

I hope that more and more the oppor- 
tunity will be brought to the attention of 
local churches throughout the Assembly. 
All we need to do is present it and let 
it speak for itseJf to the hearts of Chris- 
tians. TI am sure that any student at the 
Seminary or Training School would be 
more than glad to supply more informa- 
tion by personal letter to any who are 
interested. 

ROBERT C. VAUGHAN, JR. 
Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va. 

@ EDITORS’ NOTE—It is understood 
that a new information sheet telling about 
developments in this relief project is 
available and may be secured by writing 
to Union Seminary or the Assembly’s 
Training School. 


To the Editors: 
Thank you so much for the information 
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about Mr. Jean Abel in your Dec. 29 is- 
sue. I know that this will stimulate in- 
terest in European relief in a way nothing 
else can do. 

N. GRIER HILLS. 
Benton City, Mo, 


Kind Words 


To the Editors: 

5 . The interest and profit afforded us 
by THE OUTLOOK have been worth more 
than the subscription price, which amount 
we take pleasure in enclosing. 

The editorials and cuntributed articles 
have all been on a high plane with a broad 
outlook and a marked spirit of Christian 
tolerance which we have read sympathe- 
tically and with wholehearted endorse- 
ment. May the good results of your efforts 
be far-reacning and eternal., 

SAM and MAY L. HODGES. 
Greenwood, S. C. 


Unanimous Approval 


To the Editors: 

I am enclosing a copy of a motion that 
was unanimously passed by our Session 
on Sunday, December 14, 1947. ... 

“Elder T. B. Hutcheson moved and Elder 
S. W. Bundurant seconded a motion that 
follows: 

“It is the sense of this body that we 
agree with the spirit of reunion of the 
two Presbyterian bodies, and the proposed 
plan for bringing this reunion about.’” 

D. M. BROWN, 
Minister to Students. 
Blacksburg, Va. 


Whittier Poem 


To the Editors: 

I greatly enjoy your paper, especially 
articles on reunion of churches, which is 
a hobby of mine. I am enclosing herewith 
a poem on the subject which I love, and 
thought you might like to print it in your 
paper. . 

(Miss) M. K. BOWMAN. 
Richmond, Va. 

UNITY 
Forgive, O Lord, our severing ways, 
The separating altars that we raise, 
The varying tongues that speak thy praise! 


Suffice it now. In time to be 
Shall one great temple rise to Thee, 
Thy church our broad humanity. 


White flowers of love its walls shall climb, 
Sweet bells of peace shall ring its chime, 
Its days shall all be holy time. 


The hymn, long sought, 
heard, 

The music of the werld’s accord, 

Confessing Christ, the inward word! 


shall then be 


That song shall swell from shore to shore, 

One faith, one love, one home restore 

The seamless garb that Jesus wore! 
—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER. . 


Tribute to a Friend 


To the Editors: 

Cameron Johnson, 78, injured fatally by 
a car while crossing a street near his 
home in Richmond, Va., left us _ sud- 
denly Dec. 22. Many will recall his beau- 
tiful lantern slides and talks on missions 
some years ago. AS a student at Union 


Telephone 2-9492. 10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 


5, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., 
an of the South, Inc., 403 East Franklin Street, 


Seminary he was a Foreign Missions en- 
thusiastist, never entering the ministry, 
and in 1892 went to Korea as an inde- 
pendent worker; then later to Japan, the 
Bonin Islands, etc. He was a unique char- 
acter, talented, but often disappointed. He 
had many lovable traits and remarkable 
gifts. We are glad that he has not been 
taken from us, but only called a bit be- 
fore us to our eternal home. 


WALTER McS. BUCHANAN. 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Fill Another Bag 


To the Editors: 

Officials at the Church World Service 
Windsor, Md., report that 
Army barracks und duffle bugs ure again 
available for churches and families wish- 
ing to use them as a handy means of col- 
lecting overseas relief materials. These 
bags proved so popular that the Center 
was overwhelmed with requests and was 
compelled to send regrets to thousands of 
persons ordering them. Twenty-three 
thousand bags are now circulating in and 
out of New Windsor, 

The begs hold approximately 40 pounds 
of clothing and are the easiest means yet 
found for shipping. It is only necessary 
to fill them, tie them at the top and send 
them on their way via parcel post or ex- 
press. 

It is important that bags sent out to 
churches and individuals be returned as 
quickly as possible so that there will be 
little loss of time in turnover. As a re- 
sult of using the bags, the Center reports 
at least 500,000 extra pounds have been 
received during the past three months 
over and above the normal receipts. Dur- 
ing the month of November, 834,000 pounds 
of materials were received at the New 
Windsor Center and 748,000 pounds dur- 
ing December. During the month of De- 
cember, 776,000 pounds of materials were 
processed and are now on their way over- 
seas, 


Center, New 


CHURCH WORLD SERVICE. 
New Windsor, Md. 


@ These bags are also available at the 
church’s War Relief Office, S03 Henry 
Grady Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 


Evangelism Office 
To the Editors: 


Will you please put the following notice 
in your change of address column. . . 
We feel now that we are more perma- 
nently located. This change in location 
becomes effective February 1, 1948: 

The Assembly’s Committee on Evan- 
gelism, H. H. Thompson, Director, from 
973 Peachtree Battle Avenue, N. W., to 
36 Hunter Street, S. W., Atlanta. ’ 

H. H. THOMPSON. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Texas Synod Meeting Place 
To the Editors: 


The Synod of Texas instructed its pro- 
gram committee to seek to arrange a 
meeting for next fall with the Synod of 
Texas, USA. All efforts in this direction 
have failed. Therefore the committee has 
arranged for the annual meeting of synod 
to be at Kerrville, Texas, September 7-9, 
1948. 

Will you please announce this fact 
through your columns. ... 


MALCOLM L. PURCELL, 


Stated Clerk. 
Houston, Texas. 


under 
Foreign postage $1 extra 
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ERP Is Endorsed by 
Federal Council in 


Atlanta Meeting 


Risks of Failure Said to Be 
Less Than Risks of Inaction 


In its first meeting outside New York 
City, the executive committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches gave its 
vigorous approval of the European Re- 
covery Program, more commonly called 
the ‘‘Marshall Plan,’’ and reaffirmed its 
confidence in the United Nations. The 
meeting, which was held in Atlanta, 
came just before the opening of the 
Southeastern Church Convocation. 


The committee called the Marshall 
Plan “one of history’s most momentous 
affirmations of faith’ and authorized 
the Council president, Charles P. Taft, 
to present its views on the subject to 
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Senate. The committee warned that 
the motives and objectives behind the 
program “should bé essentially moral 
and spiritual and above political parti- 
sanship.” It said the U. S. must not 
use the program to make over Europe 
in its political or economic image but 
that “it must be an expression of con- 
fidence in the peoples of Europe who 
have been making earnest efforts at 
self-help.” 


The committee recognized certain 
risks in the program but it declared, 
“The risks of failure are much smaller 
and much less certain than the risks 
of inaction.”’ 


In re-affirming confidence in the 
United Nations, the committee said it 
“wholly disagreed with those who 
spread disillusionment and defeatism.”’ 
The important fact about the UN, it 
said, ‘‘is that the vast majority of na- 
tions are trying to solve these world 
problems, not by force of arms but by 
the power of reason and on the basis 
of justice. . If the United Nations 
is to succeed, Christian people every- 
where, and particularly in the United 
States, must be willing to accept what- 
ever sacrifices may be required to give 
adequate support to the accomplish- 
ment of its purposes.” 

Southern Presbyterian members, J. 
McDowell Richards and J. M. Alexan- 
der, introduced a resolution which will 
call for study of present Council poli- 
cies regarding the presentation of its 
views at Congressional hearings. 





Charles P. Taft, Federal Council president, and John M. Alexander, 

chairman of the advisory committee of the Southeastern Inter-Council 

Office, make final plans before opening the recent church convocation in, 
Atlanta. 





FEDERAL COUNCIL VOTE, 51-17 





Mid-winter meetings of presbyteries 
not previously reported, have added the 
following results to the current vote on 
whether or not the Presbyterian 
Church, US, shall continue as a mem- 
ber of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America: 


Present: standing: 51 FOR; 17 
AGAINST, 1 TIE. 
Against For 
Harmony, 20-15 Mobile, 20-0 
*Kings Mtn. 33-24 *S. W. Ga., 21-3 


*La., 18-14 
*Asheville, 26-19 
Concord, 56-49 


*Potomac, 27-2 
*W.-Hanover, 17-16 
Mid-Texas, 37-12 
Granville, 34-13 
Wilmington, 33-11 
Orange, 49-25 


*Have changed vote since question 
was submitted in 1937-38. 


Southeastern Churchmen Hear Ills 
And Remedies of World Discussed 


Churchmen from the Southeastern 
states took a good, hard look at them- 
selves and at their churches last week 
in the first convocation for that area 
conducted under the sponsorship of the 
fledgling inter-council office in Atlanta. 
In that look, they tried to see realisti- 
cally where the chief trouble spots are, 
what over- or under-emphases distort 
the church’s program, what part of the 
central message is left out and what can 
be added to make the mood of the 
church, in the words of Methodist 
Bishop Arthur Moore, in the closing ad- 
dress, not one of apathy but of advance! 


Bishop Moore disagreed with those 
critics of the modern church who say it 
is like a referee who has swallowed his 
whistle with the result that he can 
neither direct nor stop the game. But, 
the bishop said, the church must live 
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its life and give its witness not in a 
fortress (the most obsolete thing in the 
world: a fortress) but in a turbulent 
and revolutionary age. If we are Chris- 
tians, he insisted, we must be sustained 
by a calm and confident belief that the 
world is redeemable. Then he pointed 
to Paul: “I wonder where we’d be if 
Paul had saved his own skin—if he’d 
been one of these safety first fellows. 
Somebody says that wherever Paul went 
he started one of two things: either a 
riot or a revival. I know a good many 
preachers who’ve never started either 
one.””’ With such a world and with 
such Christian resources as the church 
possesses, the bishop said, we dare not 
be marked by apathy or indifference. 
Well fortified by the stirring words 
of others who had pointed to local, na- 
tional and international situations, 
these more than 400 Protestant leaders 
from outside Atlanta, plus the home- 
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folks, were ready to see what they could 
do to rally the Christian forces of their 
respective communities for an all-out 
effort. They had heard Gerald Knoff 
of the International Council of Religious 
Education say, “I do not know how it 
is in your community, but I know in my 
town, the sub-Christian forces do not 
seem to pay much attention to an in- 
dividual congregation no matter how 
strong or how united it may be within 
itself in a course of action.’’ They 
heard the Hungarian professor of the- 
ology, Bela Vasady, say, “It is plain that 
the ideas of ‘one world’ and ‘one church’ 
belong organically together and are in- 
separable. We are not going to have 
‘one world’ unless we have ‘one church.’ 

. My supreme wish for you: That, 
without benefit of a baleful truck 
(which had broken his* glasses), you 
also might be provided with a pair of 
ecumenical glasses, enabling you to 





The Realm of Love 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





a divorce case in which the hus- 

band is seeking separation from 
his wife because she demanded a wage 
of 75 cents an hour for her household 
work, He felt this to be an outrageous 
demand, which warranted a dissolution 
of the marriage tie. 


: el NEWSPAPERS have reported 


The formal facts do not, of course, 
reveal the actual human situation be- 
hind them. It is just possible that the 
wife felt herself forced to demand an 
hourly wage because the husband was 
niggardly in his financial support. 

The incident illustrates how impor- 
tant it is in the most intimate and most 
intricate relations of life to be governed 
not by exact norms of justice but by 
mutual consideration, The family is, 
of all human institutions, the most de- 
pendent upon attitudes of mutual love. 

If a husband is not fair to his wife, 
the demand for an hourly wage does not 
cure the situation because that demand 
does not change the disposition of the 
heart which prompted the unfairness. 
The effort of the wife to achieve justice 
merely resulted in the dissolution of the 
family. 


Family life is too intimate to be pre- 
served by the spirit of justice. It can 
only be sustained by a spirit of love 
which goes beyond justice. Justice re- 
quires that we carefully weigh rights 
and privileges and assure that each 
member of a community receives his 
due share. Love does not weigh rights 
and privileges too carefully because it 
prompts each to bear the burden of the 
other. 


It would be wrong to suggest that 
family life can be healthy without some 
calculations of justice. Indeed a care- 


ful examination of wholesome families 
invariably results in the discovery of 
something like a family constitution, a 
kind of unwritten law which grows up 
through the years and which defines the 
rights and the duties of each member. 
These constitutions vary tremendously 
from family to family. 


But definitions of justice create in- 
tolerable tensions, if there is not some- 
thing more beyond them. That some- 
thing more is the love of mutual for- 
bearance and of mutual forgiveness. If 
forgiveness does not overcome the re- 
sentments and frictions which arise 
from the infractions of the canons of 
justice, these become intolerable and de- 
stroy the unity of the family. 

There are sentimental versions of 
Christianity which suggest that if only 
we loved each other perfectly enough 
we could be rid of laws and canons of 
justice in the larger community as well 
as in the smaller one of the family. 

This is a mistaken counsel. The 
point is that we do not love each other 
perfectly enough outside the family 
(and frequently not even in the family) 
to be able to dispense with the calcula- 
tions and the canons of justice which 
assure each man his due, even if the dis- 
position of the neighbor is not benevo- 
lent. 

The human heart is too selfish to per- 
mit us to live amicably with one an- 
other, with no restraints, except those 
which love imposes upon the self. But 
the restraints, calculations, and bal- 
ances of justice become sources of fric- 
tion if the discipline of love is not added 
to them. The more intimate our con- 
tact with each other, the more must love 
be added to justice.—(Copyright 1948 
by RNS.) 
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judge and appraise everything from the 
point-of-view of the ecumenical, that is, 
universal Church of Jesus Christ.” 

Former Ambassador Francis B. Sayre, 
also gave the far-look, as he urged that 
American Christians “have a right to 
insist that American policy, both foreign 
and domestic, be based upon Christian 
fundamentals—that our nation act in 
a way truly Christian.” 

Walter W. Van Kirk said the churches 
of Christ in America, as in every coun- 
try, must develop a global strategy if 
they are to be effective in their efforts 
to establish a warless world. One par- 
ticularly interesting side-light was 
thrown on the world-scene when he 
said, “If I were standing on the thres- 
hold of my life as a minister, I would 
seriously consider the investment of my 
service in a land like, let us say, Japan.”’ 

Professor Elmer G. Homrighausen of 
Princeton, chairman of the Federal 
Council’s Department on Evangelism, 
said ‘‘no other agency in our communi- 
ties has been given the task and the re- 
sources to deal with human life, espe- 
cially in a day like this when all men 
so desperately need what the Christian 
church has to offer. But let the church 
first recover the glory and power of the 
Gospel, incarnate in its own life and 
membership and seek by every means to 
bring individuals into the orbit of 
Christ’s redemptive power.” 

J. Quinter Miller declared that 
“churches must act like a Christian 
community—a united fellowship among 
themselves—instead of isolated and 
competing parishes in relation to the 
life about them.”’ 


Charles P. Taft Speaks 


Charles P. Taft, the Federal Council’s 
president, challenged laymen to the 
peculiar opportunities which the Prot- 
estant church offers. This church, he 
said, offers something basic in the 
American tradition. ... “our distinctive 
contribution is a layman’s religion.” 

Close looks at the near-home situa- 
tions were brought by Southerners like 
George D. Heaton, Baptist pastor of 
Charlotte, N. C., who said, “The fear of 
impairing our denominational effective- 
ness has caused us to strike fatal blows 
at cooperative activities ... but in our 
fellowship we have an even greater bar- 
rier to fellowship than denominational 


loyalties . .. the paganism of racial 
superiority.”” Harry V. Richardson of 
Tuskegee Institute underscored the 


same point, the race problem, which, he 
said, “twists our judgment, blinds our 
eyes, breaks our spirits.”’ 

John H. Marion, Jr., appealed for 
fairer dealings, better social customs, 
“not for the sake of some vague hu- 
manitarian ideal, but that men and 
women and children like ourselves, now 
stifled in soul by grinding want and de- 
basing environments, may have a better 
chance to believe in God and to live in 
goodness.” 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 5 


Protestants and Other Americans United 
For the Separation of Church and State 


A MANIFESTO 


HE OFFICERS and the widely representative Na- 
tional Board of Advisors of this organization desire 
to speak frankly and clearly to the American people 

concerning the purpose for which this undertaking has been 
launched. Its single and only purpose is to assure the 
maintenance of the American principle of separation of 
church and state upon which the federal Constitution guar- 
antees religious liberty to all the people and all churches 
of this Republic. PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERI- 
CANS UNITED has been called into existence because this 
principle has been and is being violated, and threatened 
with further violation, in certain areas and by certain 
acts of both government and church. The plain meaning 
of the first amendment to the Constitution which forbids 
Congress to make any law “respecting an establishment 
of religion’? has been obscured by specious propaganda 
tending to confuse the public mind as to the clear-cut line 
of separation which this amendment draws between church 
and state. We shall endeavor (1) to revive in the public 
mind a clear understanding of the constitutional basis upon 
which religious liberty has been guaranteed, (2) to re- 
dress the specific violations which have recently come into 
force, and (3) to resist further encroachments upon this 
constitutional principle. 

PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED 
does not concern itself with the religious teaching, the 
forms of worship or the ecclesiastical organization of the 
many churches in our country. It is no part of our purpose 
to propagandize the Protestant faith or any other, nor to 
criticize or oppose the teaching or internal practices of 
the Roman Catholic Church or any other. We have no 
connection or sympathy with any movement that is tinged 
with religious fanaticism. Our motivation arises solely 
from our patriotic and religious concern for the mainte- 
nance of the separation of church and state under the 
American form of government. 


Objective: Agencies of Government 


Nevertheless, the existing situation cannot be dealt with 
save by frankly taking account of the specific sources from 
which violations of the first amendment originate. But 
our undertaking is not primarily directed toward these 
sources, but toward those agencies of government—local, 
state and federal—which weakly yield to their demands. 
Congress and all state legislatures, and all executive and 
judiciary agencies of government must be warned that 
they are playing with fire when they play into the hands 
of any church which seeks, at any point however margi- 
nal, to breach the wall that sharply separates church and 
state in this country. The principle of their separation is 
so firmly established in a long tradition as well as in 
the Constitution that any tampering with it will tend to 
light the fires of intolerance and fanaticism which our 
system of government is designed to prevent. 

Our operations, therefore, are not inspired by any re- 
ligious differences, but by a common conviction concerning 
the religious liberty of all faiths. The internal differences 
which distinguish one church from another have no place 
on the political level. Their consideration belongs in the 
open forum which the Constitution has provided for free- 
dom of conscience and the free exchange of opinion. Here 
all the churches have liberty to worship as they desire, 
to propagate their own faith and to maintain such organi- 
zations for this purpose as they deem expedient. In the 
open forum of religious liberty they may meet one another 
in cooperation or in controversy. 


PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED 
has come into existence to defend this open forum of re- 
ligious liberty against its vitiation by law or the admin- 
istration of law. The state is forbidden to invade this 
area. It may not ‘by law or the administration of law 
accord to any church a status which gives it a special ad- 
vantage in the wide domain of religious freedom. This is 
the plain meaning of the first amendment which forbids 
Congress to make any law “respecting an establishment of 
religion’’—that is, pertaining to, or leading toward, such 
an establishment. 


No Special Privileges 


The churches on whose behalf we speak ask nothing for 
themselves in the exercise of their constitutional freedom 
which they do not willingly grant to and demand for all 
other churches. They are content to take their place 
in the open forum of our free society and to flourish or 
perish by the inherent strength or weakness of their faith. 
This is cultural and spiritual democracy. For the state 
to connive with a church which seeks a position of advan- 
tage in the forum of religious liberty by creating any 
interlocking relation between that church and itself, is to 
deny or to curtail the religious liberty of all other churches 
and to vitiate democracy. 

A powerful church, unaccustomed in its own history and 
tradition to the American ideal of separation of church 
and state, but flourishing under the religious liberty pro- 
vided by our form of government, and emboldened by the 
wide diffusion of a false conception of tolerance, has com- 
mitted itself in authoritative declarations and by posi- 
tive acts to a policy plainly subversive of religious liberty 
as guaranteed by the Constitution. This church holds and 
maintains a theory of the relation of church and state 
which is incompatible with the American ideal. It makes 
no secret of its intention to secure for itself, if possible, a 
privileged position in the body politic. In pursuit of this 
policy, it has already made such gains that the principle 
of separation of church and state is in peril of nullifica- 
tion by legislatures and courts, and by federal, state and 
local administrations. 


Support of Parochial Schools 


One of the long-range purposes of this church is to se- 
cure total support for its extensive system of parochial 
schools from the public treasury. Its strategy in further- 
ance of this purpose is to fracture the constitutional prin- 
ciple at one point after another where the action can be 
minimized as trivial or disguised as falling within some 
other category than that of its ultimate intent. It has 
begun by demanding that certain marginal services such 
as bus transportation, free lunches, free text books, etc., 
for its parochial school pupils be financed by public funds 
raised by taxation for the public schools. 

Already, the legislatures of certain states, yielding to 
the political pressure of this church, have enacted legis- 
lation empowering local school boards to grant these spe- 
cial privileges. The federal Supreme Court in two deci- 
sions has confirmed state legislation which sanctions the 
use of public school funds to provide free text books for 
parochial schools (1930), and to transport pupils to such 
schools (1947). The four dissenting justices in the bus 
transportation case solemnly warned the nation that these 
two breaches in the wall separating church and state are 
only the beginning. ‘‘That a third and fourth breach, and 
still others, will be attempted, we may be sure,” say the 
dissenting justices. 
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PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED is 
determined to assert its full strength to the end that 
there shall be no more breaches in this wall, that the 
breaches already made shall be repaired, and that the 
complete separation of church and state in an undivided 
state-supported educational system shall be maintained. 


Now Seeking Federal Aid 


On a bolder and more ambitious scale, this same church 
now demands aid for its schools from the federal gov- 
ernment. A proposed federal grant of several hundred 
million dollars annually in aid of public education, es- 
pecially in those states whose economic resources are in- 
sufficient to provide adequate education for their children, 
has been before Congress for many years. Action on this 
proposal has been held up by the pressure of this church 
which demands that its parochial schools shall share with 
the public schools in any such federal appropriation in an 
amount proportional to the number of pupils in each school 
system. 

Thus far, Congress has withstood this demand. But two 
bills have been introduced in that body, one of which com- 
pletely yields to the church’s maximum demand, while the 
other provides that the funds may be distributed by each 
state in accordance with its own statutes. The latter, 
the so-called Taft bill, (S. 472), is a disguised evasion 
of the issue. It plays directly into the policy of the church 
which has already secured legislation in 18 states per- 
mitting financial aid to parochial schools in one form or 
another, and in effect invites the states to violate the man- 
date of the first amendment. The effect of its passage 
by Congress would encourage and facilitate the church’s 
campaign in these states to widen the initial legislation 
already enacted in its favor, and to secure similar and 
even more advanced legislation in all other states. 

PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED re- 
spectfully demands that Congress shall not by such an 
evasion abdicate its responsibility to defend the Consti- 
tution, regardless of political pressure on the part of any 
sectarian interests which would thus subvert it. The effect 
of state-supported church schools would spell the end 
of our public school system as it has been established, 
fostered and protected for more than a century. To di- 
vide state-supported education into sectarian school sys- 
tems would divide American society itself into hostile sec- 
tarian camps, intensify sectarian intolerance, and thrust 
a religious issue permanently into the political arena from 
which our Constitution was designed to exclude it. Next to 
the Constitution itself, our public school system has been 
our strongest bulwark against the development of religious 
intolerance in our political life. 


Ambassador to the Vatican 


In the area of diplomacy, also, this same church has 
made ominous progress in its strategy of winning for it- 
self a position of special privilege in relation to the state. 
An ambassadorship to the papal head of the church, repre- 
sented at the time it was set up as a temporary measure, 
has been in existence for seven years. President Truman, 
in 1946, assured a Protestant delegation that it would be 
discontinued at an early date. But the powerful political 
pressure which the hierarchy is able to bring to bear against 
the fulfillment of this promise plainly makes it necessary 
that a strong and determined public opinion shall express 
itself in support of its fulfillment. 

We are not deceived by the disguise under which the 
appointee to this ambassadorship was labeled as the Presi- 
dent’s personal ambassador. The pope himself made it 
perfectly clear in the extraordinary ceremonial by which 
he received the incumbent that his presence at the Vati- 
can marked a distinct departure from our government’s 
long established policy. We hold that this ambassadorship 
constitutes an interlocking of the functions of church and 
state which is contrary to the principle of their complete 
separation. 


PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS’ UNITED. 
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speaking on behalf of an aroused body of American citizens, 
demands that this un-American ambassadorship to the head 
of a church be abolished. We resent, on behalf of all non- 
Roman churches, the privileged access to the ear of the 
state which this relationship creates. As patriotic Ameri- 
cans, we call upon all our fellow citizens who cherish the 
principle of religious liberty which is implemented by the 
separation of church and state, to join us in condemning 
this unconstitutional entanglement of a particular church 
with the American state and in demanding its prompt abro- 
gation. 


A Continuing Campaign 


PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED 
proposes to carry on a campaign of enlightenment and 
mobilization of public opinion throughout the nation until 
the vital issue which has been raised by these violations 
and the threat of further violations has been decided by the 
voice of the people. 

The Americanism of the people’s representatives in the 
varigus branches of government must be stiffened against 
the promptings of sentimentalism or the low dictates of po- 
litical advantage to resist the aggressive activities of those 
who would subvert the Constitution to their own sectarian 
interest. 

The issue has now become tense in many states and 
many local communities. In some communities a church- 
dominated school board has taken parochial schools into 
the public school system, with the result that bitter con- 
flict and disorder have ensued, causing shame and disre- 
pute to the whole community. Such spectacles afford a 
preview of the situation in which the entire nation will 
find itself if these encroachments upon the public school 
system spread. This is the kind of situation which the 
founders of the Republic sought to preclude by clear con- 
stitutional provision for the separation of church and state. 
The free churches of America have been slow in recog- 
nizing the gravity of the situation that was developing 
before their eyes. But they can no longer ignore the fact 
that their own religious liberty is in peril. Their disposi- 
tion is such that they desire to have the most friendly 
and cooperative relations in the areas of social service and 
personal fellowship with all. They deplore every breach of 
the democratic amenities that should obtain among churches 
whose common right to be here is guaranteed by our Con- 
stitution. The enlightened leadership of Protestantism has 
repudiated, and mobilized public opinion to suppress, one 
after another of the weird manifestations of religious 
hatred that have emerged during the past two generations. 

Protestant churches and all free churches are, therefore, 
reluctant to engage in any overt movement which can be 
interpreted by hostile critics as a revival of religious in- 
tolerance. To impute any such animus to the organiza- 
tion for which we speak is to falsify its spirit and purposes. 
Its aim is absolutely the opposite. Its purpose is to pre- 
clude the resurgence of this evil spirit of intolerance in our 
body politic. It sees clearly that unless the actual viola- 
tions of the principle of separation of church and state 
are redressed and the threat of further violations removed, 
the peaceful and friendly relations between the ecclesiasti- 
cal beneficiary of these violations and the other churches 
of the land will be difficult, if not impossible, to maintain. 


Controversy With Law Makers and Administrators 


Our controversy is not with any church, Roman Catho- 
lic or any other. Our controversy is with those law makers 
and law administrators who would yield to the demand 
of any church for a relation to the state which the Con- 
stitution forbids. The effect of the first amendment is to 
invest the makers and administrators of our laws with 
the ultimate guardianship of religious liberty and reli- 
gious tolerance. If they maintain unimpaired the princi- 
ple of separation of church and state, the churches can 
continue, as they have done since the founding of this 
Republic. to live together and face their differences with 
mutual respect and comity in the open forum of freedom 
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where the rules are tolerance, persuasion, argument and 
example. But if the makers and administrators of our 
laws allow this principle to be nullified or undermined 
upon them will rest the responsibility for lighting the fires 
of shameful religious resentment and conflict that will in- 
evitably ensue. 

PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED has 
emerged in recognition of the fact thgt all non-Roman 
churches, of all faiths, are profoundly concerned over the 
present threat to religious liberty. Most, if not all of the 
free churches, have spoken out in official resolutions in 
condemnation of the current violations of the principle of 
separation of church and state. But this common concern 
has need of implementation through a common agency. 
Though this agency has not been officially created by the 
churches, we believe it will receive their moral support 
from its beginning and that their official support will be 
forthcoming when their conventions or judicatories are in 
position to take action. 


Others Besides Protestants 


PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED by 
no means limits collaboration in this undertaking to Prot- 
estants, nor even to religious bodies. Quite the contrary. 
It bears the name “Protestant” only because the churches 
of that faith represent by far the largest body of citizens 
whose religious liberty is jeopardized by such aggressions 
as those cited above. Protestantism realistically accepts 
the responsibility of leadership inherent in its numerical 
preponderance, and offers itself as only the spearhead of 
a movement which embraces all Americans, whatever their 
faith may be. It desires and believes that it will receive 
the cooperation of churches and citizens of all faiths who 
eherish the religious liberty of others no less than their 
own. 

We therefore call upon all patriotic citizens who pro- 
fess the faith of Judaism and who sense the peril to the 
religious liberty they have uniquely enjoyed under the 
American Constitution, to join in the announced purposes 
and activities cf this organization, and to accept represen- 
tation in it. Similarly, all groups known as fraternal or- 
ders, and all citizens who, though professing no church 
allegiance, believe in the American system of separation 
of church and state, are invited to join with a united 
Protestantism which is sinking its own differences in a com- 
mon effort to make sure that legislatures and executives 
and courts shall defend the constitutional guarantee of 
religious liberty against all attempts to subvert it. We 
have no doubt that there are many Roman Catholic citi- 
zens whose patriotic loyalty to American ideals is sound, 
intelligent and sincere. These also are invited to join 
with their fellow Americans in maintaining this vital prin- 
ciple of American democracy. 

In this endeavor, we count especially upon the partici- 
pation of the great body of educators throughout the na- 
tion, regardless of their religious affiliations, whose noble 
profession will be stultified by further encroachments upon 
the public school system or by the complacent acceptance 
of those already in force. The teaching profession per- 
ceives, perhaps more clearly than others, the evil social con- 
sequences in the permanent fissioning of American culture 
which will result from state support of church-controlled 
education. 


Immediate Objectives 


The immediate objectives of PROTESTANTS AND 
OTHER AMERICANS UNITED may therefore be sum- 
marized as follows: 


1. To enlighten and mobilize public opinion in support 
of religious liberty as this monumental principle of de- 
mocracy has been embodied and implemented in the Con- 
stitution by the separation of church and state. 

2. To resist every attempt by law or the administration 
of law further to widen the breach in the wall of separation 
of church and state. 

3. To demand the immediate discontinuance of the am- 
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bassadorship to the papal head of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

4. To work for the repeal of any law now on the statute 
books of any state which sanctions the granting of aid 
to church schools from the public school treasury. 

5. To invoke the aid of the courts in maintaining the 
integrity of the Constitution with respect to the separation 
of church and state, wherever and in whatever form the 
issue arises, and, specifically, to strive by appropriate con- 
stitutional means to secure a reconsideration of the two 
decisions of the Supreme Court upholding the use of tax 
funds (a) for providing the pupils of parochial schools with 
free text books, and (b) for the transportation of pupils 
to parochial schools. 

6. To call out and unite all patriotic citizens in a con- 
certed effort to prevent the passage of any law by Con- 
gress which allots to church schools any portion of a 
federal appropriation for education, or which explicitly 
or implicitly permits the states to make such allotment 
of federal funds. This purpose in no wise prejudices pro 
or con the propriety of a federal grant in aid of public 
education. 

7. To give all possible aid to the citizens of any com- 
munity or state who are seeking to protect their public 
schools from sectarian domination, or resisting any other 
assault upon the principle of separation of church and 
state. 

8. In seeking these objectives we are determined to pur- 
sue a course that cannot be justly characterized as anti- 
Catholic, or as motivated by anti-Catholic animus. As 
Protestznts, we can be called anti-Catholic only in the 
sense in which every Roman Catholic is anti-Protestant. 
Profound differences separate us in the area of religious 
faith, but these differences have no relevancy in the pur- 
suit of our objectives as clearly defined in this manifesto. 
The issue of separation of church and state has arisen in 
the political area and we propose to meet it there. 


PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED 
FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE proposes 
to acquaint the representatives of government, all the way 
up from the local community through the states to Con- 
gress, the Supreme Court and the White House, with the 
fact that an overwhelming body of public opinion, led by 
the whole of Protestantism, is united in a common purpose 
to achieve the above objectives, and thus to assure the 
preservation of the cultural and religious democracy be- 
queathed by the fathers against any act of government 
“respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.”’ 


PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED 
plans to cover the nation by extending its organization into 
every state, and to bring to the support of each state 
organization the full strength of the national body in any 
situation that may arise or in any campaign that may be 
waged in behalf of our common objectives. Money in 
generous amounts will be needed to carry on this nation- 
wide undertaking. It is highly important that the organi- 
zation shall be under way before Congress begins consid- 
eration of the pending proposals for federal aid to public 
education. At least $100,000 should be made available at 
once. The organization is being launched with an empty 
treasury, but its treasurer, Mr. E. H. DeGroot, Jr., 924 
Colorado Building, Washington, D. C., is now prepared to 
receive the initial contributions which will provide a head- 
quarters and enable farflung activities to begin. Checks 
may be made payable to PROTESTANTS AND OTHER 
AMERICANS UNITED. 


On behalf of the officers and National Board of Advisers 
of PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED 
FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE. Signed 
by the committee: 


JOHN A. MACKAY, President, Princeton Theological 
Seminary; EDWIN McNEILL POTEAT, President, Col- 
gate-Rochester Divinity School: G. BROMLEY OX- 
NAM, Bishop of The Methodist Church, New York 
Area; LOUIE D. NEWTON, President, Southern Bap- 
tist Convention; CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON, 
former editor, The Christian Century. 
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EDITORIAL 


Are We Awake to the Issues? 


Nothing in our church is of more far- 
reaching importance just now than the 
adequate support of our Foreign Mis- 
sions opportunities around the world. 
This special season, January 25 to Feb- 
ruary 1, in the Program of Progress is 
calling for the amazing sum of $4,000,- 
000. The sum, however, is no more 
amazing than the need or the opportu- 
nity. Nor is it beyond our reach. 

Pledges for the next several years are 
being asked. Spread out over such a 
period, the sum is not great for our 
600,000 members. If you think so, just 
compare it with the usual family ex- 
penditures for the movies or annual 
vacations. Neither is the sum great 
when compared to our resources. J. K. 
Lasser, author of ‘‘How Tax Laws Make 
Giving to Charity Easy,” declares that 
rich Americans could give $20,000,000,- 
000—twenty billion dollars—a year, in- 
stead of one-tenth that figure, if they 
took full advantage of the 15 per cent 
allowed tax-free for charity. 

In church after church our people 
are pledging and paying now their five- 
year Foreign Missions quotas. It can 
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be done in every church—if there is 
vigorous leadership on the part of pas- 
tor and officers. 

It would be a great thing if this huge 
sum could be more than met before the 
end of this missions season. It would 
indicate at least one thing: That South- 
ern Presbyterians are awake to the 
fundamental meaning of our present 
world’s need and are resolved to do 
everything they can to meet it. 


The Church-State Tradiiton 


Presbyterians generally will rise to 
applaud the good efforts of the organiza- 
tion, ‘Protestants and Other Americans 
United,”’ as this ably-guided group of 
Christian leaders points up issues on 
which every citizen of the U. S. should 
be well-informed. The organization and 
the Manifesto (see pages 5-7) are 
timely, from our point-of-view. 

Last year’s General Assembly took a 
firm stand in opposing Federal aid to 
private schools, and presbyteries and 
synods across the church have done the 
same. They have likewise continued to 
urge the recall of Mr. Taylor from the 
Vatican. Now, on a national scale, in- 
dividuals and groups will have a chan- 
nel through which to join their voices 
until some of the present tendencies to- 
ward a breakdown of our traditional 
separation of church and state are re- 
versed. 

The Manifesto is timely again because 
our Assembly has asked our permanent 
Committee on Christian Relations to 
study the whole problem of Protestant- 
Catholic relations and to report to the 
1948 Assembly. It is well that we have 
some of these issues made so clear for 
us at this time. 

Although the Manifesto runs to 
greater length than articles which we 
usually carry in these columns, we be- 
lieve that our readers will be repaid 
by their careful study of it. 


Unasked Questions 


On a Sunday afternoon early in Jan- 
uary a church full of people gathered 
in North Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, to hear speakers for and 
against our withdrawal from the Fed- 
eral Council. It was not the kind of 
meeting the sponsors planned. They 
had wanted to have a meeting for op- 
ponents only, as they have been having 
in other cities, but they had to allow 
both sides to be presented in order to 
get the use of the church, The speakers 
were Dr. J. McDowell Richards, Dr. 
Wallace Alston, Dr. L. Nelson Bell and 
Dr. John Richardson. 

It was not a formal debate. There 
were the four speakers and that was all. 
No rebuttal. No questions from the 
floor. That prevented me from asking 
some questions, which may be just as 
well. Here are some [ wanted to ask, 

Copies of Information Service were 
read from publicly as being the official 
acts of the Federal Council. Question: 


JANUARY 26, 1948 


“Did you know that printed at the 
top of each copy of this sheet are 
these words: ‘ARTICLES APPEARING 
HEREIN FURNISH INFORMATION ON 
CURRENT ISSUES AND ARE NOT TO 
BE CONSTRUED AS DECLARATIONS 
OF THE OFFICIAL ATTITUDES OR 
POLICIES OF THE FEDERAL COUN- 
CIL OF CHURCHES’?” 

A quotation from a meeting in no way 
related to the Federal Council appeared 
some time ago in Information Service. 
It was merely information about the 
findings of a certain group. Because it 
appeared in this sheet as information it 
has been circulated throughout the 
South as evidence that the Federal 
Council approved inter-racial marriage. 
One of the proponents of the Council 
answered that very definitely by a tele- 
gram from Dr. Cavert, General Secre- 
tary of the Council. 

Statement was made that Dr. George 
Buttrick while president of the Coun- 
cil approved the sending of Mr. Myron 
Taylor to the Vatican. Question: ‘‘Have 
you ever taken the trouble to look up 
the printed and publicly available 
minutes of the Council on this subject? 
If you had you would find that Dr. But- 
trick led the fight against Mr. Taylor’s 
appointment.” 

Inference was made that the Depart- 
ment of Evangelism of the Council sent 
to a college campus under its auspices 
a woman worker who was paid by the 
Cc. I. O. Question: ‘“‘Do you really 
believe as you seem to imply that the 
Department of Evangelism of the 
Council works hand-in-hand with the 
C.:3. }.2” 

It was stated that if we withdrew 
from the Council we could still cooper- 
ate with others in either the National 
Association of Evangelicals or in Dr. 
Carl McelIntire’s American Council of 
Churches. Question: ‘‘Why not tell us 
more about who compose these two 
groups? Why not tell us that they are 
just as bitter in their opposition to each 
other as they are to the Federal Coun- 
cil?” 

Statement was made that the leader- 
ship of the Council since shortly after 
its founding has been in the hands of 
the Modernists. Question: “Why did 
you fail to.mention the names of Dr. 
Robert E. Speer, Bishop Henry St. 
George Tucker, Dean Luther A. Weigle, 
Dr, John R. Mott, Dr. Jesse Bader, Dr. 
E. G. Homrighausen and a long list of 
others?”’ 


Quotations were made from the pro- 
tests of the Assembly of 1919 against 
some acts of the Council. Question: 
“Are you not aware that the attitudes 
of our own Assembly have changed 
greatly in the last thirty years? Have 
you ever compared the deliverances of 
the Council on economic questions with 
the deliverances of our own Assembly, 
as for instance on page 97 of the As- 
sembly Minutes of 1936?” 


JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 
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A NOTEBOOK FOR A HEART 


By KENNETH 


J. FOREMAN 





Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep.—Romans 12:15. 


HE BRIGHT anonymous Christian 

soul who wrote for the Presby- 

terian Plan Book (U. S. A.) the 
section on the minister’s own New Life 
movement, in setting down the dangers 
of professionalism in the ministry, 
draws attention to what the minister 
misses in worship. He “has no minis- 
ter, and on those rare occasions when 
another leads him in worship, he is 
likely to have a notebook where his 
heart ought to be.” 


A notebook is no substitute for a 
heart. It is true, the notebook may be 
taken with a good motive, and may pro- 
duce good results. There are no wor- 
ship-clinics for the minister. He has to 
depend on occasional opportunities to 
worship at another church, and is on the 
alert to see how others do it. Yes, a 
notebook by all means. 


But it is a cold and useless substitute 
for a heart. Knowledge of the technique 
of worship is something any one can 
learn; but actual worshipping is pos- 
sible only for the kindled heart. A study 
of religion is not religion; theology is 
not faith. A complete knowledge, more 
full than any man has ever possessed, 
of the life of Jesus of Nazareth, would 
still come short of faith. The scientific, 
objective, impersonal, strictly cold at- 
titude is valuable in certain situations 
in life; but life also calls for the warm 
and open heart. That is to say, insight, 
sympathy, the kind of intuition that 
knows from within, not from outside; 
the sort of vital imagination by which 
you are the object, not merely see it— 
this is indispensable wherever human 
beings are concerned. 


T IS NOT ONLY the minister who is 
tempted to carry a notebook where 
his heart ought to be. Do you have 

a problem child in your home, in your 
schoolroom? He doubtless needs analy- 
sis and examination. It is important 
to know what precisely is wrong with 
him. But if this is all, he will remain 
a problem child. All you will ever be 
able to say about him is, “I knew the 
type ... we classified him correctly ... 
I told his parents what kind of child he 
was. ...’’ But what good does it do to 
classify the child if you lost him? The 
college professor has a book in which 
he keeps the record of his students. At 
any rate he has a record of what the 
student has done or not done, in aca- 
demic terms. But a true judgment of 
the student’s progress, perhaps even a 
decision whether he deserves to pass, 
cannot be based only on a notebook. 
One has to know something about the 


student as a person, and this requires 4 
heart. 


The old-fashioned family practitioner 
can sometimes get results where the 
great and famous Clinic will fail, for the 
old doctor has a heart while all the 
Clinic has is notebooks, There is more 
in those notebooks:than Old Doc ever 
knew, but somehow you would try 
harder to get well, for an old friend, 
than for a sheaf of reports. From the 
First Receptionist to the last visit to the 
Business Office, you can scarce hear 
what they say for the rustling of papers 
—pblank forms to be filled out, charts, 
graphs, reports; facts, analyses, effi- 
ciency, and for this you are grateful. 
But sometimes you wish it were a neigh- 
bor and friend instead of another case 
that came in on a Pullman. The note- 
books grow better and better; but it will 
be a sad day when the heart disappears 
from the medical profession. 


When a marriage is at the breaking- 
point, it makes a difference what kind 
of judge the couple see. The judge with 
the notebook can analyze their position, 
he knows the precedents, he can ex- 
pound the precise legal rights of each 
one, he knows what they may and may 
not legally do. But the judge with a 
heart sees also the human situation; 
this is not only a case, these are people. 
They have a legal position, but they 
also have, or might have, a home. Such 
a judge will often produce a reconcilia- 
tion where the sheer dry legalist would 
tick off one more divorce case disposed 
of. 


E OUGHT to have notebooks, 
W yes; we ought to proceed on 

the basis of facts, not in the 
dark, and the more numerous and more 
accurate the facts, the better we can 
work with them. But some things never 
get into notebooks, only a heart can 
hold them. Indeed, without the heart 
the notebook itself may be mistaken. 
In Jesus’ time, for instance, there were 
crowds of people who lived aimless dis- 
couraged low-level lives. The Phar- 
isees’ notebooks listed these people cor- 
rectly as publicans and sinners, as ‘‘this 
multitude that knows not the law.” 
That was quite accurate description, it 
was correct analysis so far as it went. 
The multitude did not know the law and 
they were crushed by their ignorance. 
But the Pharisees, having no heart, 
could go no further, and the multitudes 
were helped not a whit. Jesus, having 
a heart, said of the same people, they 
were “sheep not having a shepherd.” 
Jesus’ analysis was the true one, be- 
cause he had the true heart. Truth can 
be stated in notebooks, but life cannot, 
for life is beauty and goodness too. If 
our civilization is shattered it will not 
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be for lack of analysts. The notebooks 
are fat ...it is our hearts that are too 
thin, 


RADIO 


LaRoe on CBS Program Jan. 25 


Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., of Washington, D. 
C., lay Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, is final speaker in the 
four-week Columbia ‘Church Of The 
Air” series devoted to Christian Unity, 
Sunday, Jan. 25 (CBS, 10:00-10:30 A. 
M., EST, from Portland, Oregon). 

Dr. Truman Douglass, executive vice- 
president of the Board of Home Mis- 
sions of the Congregational Christian 
Churches, speaks on the January 25 
broadcast from Grand Rapids, Mich. 
His topic: ‘““‘What You Can Do For 
Unity.” 








‘‘Greatest Story’’ Sponsor on ABC 
Paul W. Litchfield, chairman of the 


board of the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Co., sponsors of the religious radio pro- 
gram, ‘‘The Greatest Story Ever Told,” 
will speak about the program in a spe- 
cial broadcast over the ABC network 
February 3, 8:00 to 8:15 p. m., EST., 
when he will receive the annual award 
of the National Association of Public 
Relations Counsel for ‘‘doing the most, 
through public relations, during the 
current year, for the general good.”’ 





| We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 








11. JOHN BAPTIST BISCEGLIA 

To one who remembers well the be- 
ginnings of the Italian Institute in 
Kansas City, Mo., now the outstanding 
work of the Presbyterian U. S. Assembly 
among the Italian-Americans, the 31 
years that have elapsed since the late 
Dr. Chas. R. Nisbet and the session of 
Central Church of Kansas City went in 
search of a minister for the promising 
new home mission field have amply 
proved the wisdom of their choice. 
True, they could not find the man they 
wanted among the seminaries or minis- 
try of their own church, but in Pitts- 
burg, Pa., among the students of West- 
ern Theological Seminary of the U. S. A. 
Church and just licensed by the Pres- 
bytery of Pittsburg, they found a young 
man, born in Italy but educated in 
America, who had the promise of the 
kind of leadership Central Chapel 
needed. Since 1918 John Baptist 
Bisceglia has been the pastor and super- 
intendent of the Italian Institute and 
Central Chapel, and his efforts have 
been crowned with outstanding success. 
Not only has the work grown in num- 
bers and in spirituality, but a new 
chapel has been built and as fine an in- 
stitutional set-up has been provided as 
can be found within the bounds of the 
Assembly. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Penal System Said 
To Require Changes 


South Carolina News Letter 


The superintendent of South Caro- 
lina’s penitentiary thinks radical! 
changes are needed in the state’s penal 
system, a system which he calls “an 
affront to the Christian conscience of 
our state.”” Wyndham Manning, an 
Episcopal layman who has this job, 
tells audiences throughout the state, 
“Our inability to segregate first of- 
fenders from hardened criminals makes 
the penitentiary a school of crime. A 
year spent in our crowded buildings 
almost guarantees a criminal career for 
any man.”’ Mr. Manning has added a 
full-time chaplain and an experienced 
personnel supervisor to his staff. First 
step in his reform program calls for 
removal of the penitentiary from Co- 
lumbia to a rural location, where, he 
says, the system can be made almost 
self-supporting. 


Temperance Forces Seek 
Anti-Liquor Legislation 


Passage of legislation calling for lo- 
cal option on liquor sales and provid- 
ing for treatment of alcoholics will be 
recommended to the 1948 general as- 
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sembly of the state by the S. C. Fed- 
erated Forces for Temperance and Law 
Enforcement. Opposition likewise will 
be voiced to passage by the senate of 
a house-approved bill to permit pari- 
mutuel betting on horse races on a 
local option basis. This program was 
adopted by representatives of 14 de- 
nominations composing an advisory 
committee for presentation to the fed- 
eration’s annual rally in Columbia 
January 27. 


Bob Jones University 
Opens in Greenville 


Bob Jones University was formally 
dedicated in its new $3,500,000 home 
near Greenville on Thanksgiving Day 
with South Carolina’s Governor and 
other officials present. Bob Jones, 
founder of the school, and Bob Jones, 
Jr., president, moved the fundamen- 
talist institution to Greenville after 
selling their Cleveland, Tenn., buildings 
and grounds to the Church of God. The 
student body now numbers 2,500, in- 
cluding several hundred ministerial 
candidates. With such a group the 
school’s. influence has been felt by 
churches of many denominations in 
the Greenville area, as these students 
have offered to preach and teach in 
nearby churches. A “Youth for Christ’ 
group was organized in Greenville 
shortly after the university opened, 
‘not affiliated in any way with the 
school,” but with its officers coming 
from the Bob Jones student body. 


200 Methodist High School Boys 
Hear Challenge to the Ministry 
Bishop Clare Purcell of the Metho- 
dist Church presented the challenge of 
the ministry to 200 boys of high school 
age in a conference in Columbia some 
time ago. While 700 young men are 
graduating from _ theological semi- 
naries each year, the conference was 
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told, 600 ministers a year for the next 
decade will be required in order to 
maintain the same number of pastors 
now serving in the 101 conferences of 
the church. In addition to pastoral va- 
ecancies, teaching positions and other 
work of the denomination must be sup- 
plied with qualified leaders. 


Miscellany 

More than $260,000 has been re- 
ported in Presbyterian College’s $350,- 
000 endowment campaign, with many 
churches over-subscribing their quotas. 

Presbyterian College professors, 
Layton Fraser and James Gray, are sup- 
plying the pulpit of the newly-organ- 
ized Westminster church in a Green- 
ville suburb until a pastor is called. The 
church has completed the first unit of 
its building program. A pros- 
perous subdivision of Columbia seems 
to be the next spot where Congaree 
Presbytery will organize a church. A 
petition by prospective members, it is 
thought, will be presented soon. 
Leslie Patterson, synod’s executive sec- 
retary, is devoting his full time now 
to promotion of the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress. . . . Allen Me- 
Eachern, USC, is the new president of 
the Westminster Fellowship of the 
synod. . . South Carolina Presbytery 
is raising $10,000 to build a camp on 
Lake Greenwood. Belton church 
with 114 members has started two out- 
post Sunday schools. 
CONNOLLY C. GAMBLE, JR. 


Many Seen As Aiding 


Success of Campaign 


Tennessee News Letter 

Presbyterians in Tennessee continue 
to be gratified at the year-end record 
of the financial campaign for South- 
western in Memphis. Although the 
full amount of the $2,000,000 is not 
yet in, the General Education Board 
has made good on the last of its $500,- 
000 offer in view of the guarantee of 
the payment of any deficit accruing 
from the delayed payment of pledges. 
Harry P. Walton, president of the 
alumni association, had given President 
Diehl a letter guaranteeing this amount 
by the officers of the association on 
the basis of which the education board 
paid the remaining $100,000. Hun- 
dreds of loyal workers in Memphis 
and in the four synods—Alabama, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee— 
made this achievement possible. The 
two Memphis papers gave the campaign 
the fullest possible support through- 
out the four years. Southwestern’s 
leaders have been unstinted in their 
praise of the countless people who have 
made the achievement possible. 


Baptist Leader Says Catholics 
Are Joining Baptist Churches 


Porter Routh, Southern Baptist sta- 
tistician, says a survey covering five 
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years (1942-47) indicates that ‘‘thous- 
ands of nominal Roman Catholics have 
asked for membership in Southern Bap- 
tist churches.’’ In a Southern Baptist 
Sunday school publication, the Quar- 
terly Review; Mr. Routh says the sur- 
vey shows that ‘‘the rethinking of reli- 
gious values has brought many nomi- 
nal Catholics into a new relationship 
with God.”’ There are, of course, mem- 
bers of Baptist churches who leave and 
join the Catholic Church, he admits. 
“No special effort is being made by 
Southern Baptist pastors to proselyte 
members of the Roman Catholic 
Church,” he said. ‘But Baptist pas- 
tors have been willing to pray and con- 
fer with nominal Roman Catholics who 
desire a more vital religious experience. 
They have come in large numbers. The 
parade is not on a one-way street.”’ 


Van Paasen Thinks UN Partition 
Plan Is Better Than Nothing 


Pierre Van Paasen, newspaper cor- 
respondent and world traveler, thinks 
the Jews are entitled to Palestine be- 
cause of the improvements they have 
made in that country and in view of 
their ability to make it a settled and 
stable country. This was his conten- 
tion in a recent address in St. John’s 
Methodist church, Memphis. Jews and 
Arabs, he says, contrary to public opin- 
ion, can get along together. The Brit- 
ish bear some responsibility for the dis- 
sension which has been created, along 
with radical groups on both sides who 
have, for thoroughly selfish reasons, 
continued to cause bloodshed. Van 
Paasen thinks the partition plan of the 
United Nations is a good one; he thinks 
it to be less than the Jew deserves but 
better than nothing. He expects strife 
between the Jews and Arabs to con- 
tinue but thinks there will be no gen- 
eral “holy” war. 


Memphis Presbytery Seeks 
$165,000 by February 1 


Memphis Presbytery is going all-out 
for the Program of Progress. J. G. 
Patton, Jr., of Atlanta, was the chief 
speaker at a dinner meeting in Decem- 
ber. According to Dr. Patton, the men 
of the Assembly are saying, ‘‘Don’t give 
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Books I Liked in ’47 


; THOMAS H. SPENCE, Curator, Historical Foundation, Montreat, N. C.: 
The North Carolina Medical College, Robert H. Lafferty; Education—America’s 
Magic, Raymond M. Hughes and William H. Lancelot; Memories of Davidson 
College, Walter L. Lingle. 

T. WATSON STREET, Professor, Austin Seminary: The Confessions of 
Augustine; A Study of History, Toynbee; The Interseminary Series. 

THELMA ALBRIGHT, Dean of Students, Queens College: Human Destiny, 
Le Comte du Nouy; Miracles, C. S. Lewis. 

E. B. TUCKER, Webb School, Bell Buckle, Tenn.: Frankly Speaking, 
James F. Brynes; Archaeology and the Religion of Israel, W. F. Albright; The 
Sermon on the Mount, Ernest Trice Thompson. 

NELLE MORTON, Fellowship of Southern Churchmen, Chapel Hill, N. C.: 
Christian Perfection, Francois Fenelon; Human Destiny, du Nouy; From Sla- 
very to Freedom, John Hope Franklin. 

















us a little job, we want something big 
to do. The Program of Progress, he 
says, offers this big job. Plans in the 
presbytery call for $100,000 for For- 
eign Missions, $50,000 for presbytery’s 
home missions, and $15,000 for Na- 
come, the synod’s conference center, 
by February 1. 


Negroes at Hot Springs, Ark. 

When Tristan Paul Knight, a member 
of the First Congregational church of 
Memphis, was ordained to the minis- 
try recently there were two items of 
unusual interest in his ordination: 
(1) A highly successful business man 
was giving up his career to become a 
minister; (2) a Presbyterian, USA, 
minister (Raymond C. Rankin) who is 
president of the Memphis ministers’ as- 
sociation, participated in the ordination 


Miscellany 


Next fall four Presbyterian groups— 


service. 
US, USA, Cumberland and ARP—plan 
a statewide visitation evangelism cam- A. CLARKE DEAN. 
paign. A Southwestern student, Memphis. 


James E. Roper of Memphis, was se- 
lected as a Rhodes Scholar in the re- 
cent competition. Speaker at 
Southwestern’s religious emphasis week 
in March will be Professor Joseph 
Haroutunian of McCormick Seminary, 
Chicago. . . Southern Baptists, when 
their convention is held in Memphis in 
May, will receive a recommendation 
from the convention’s executive com- 
mittee asking that $20,000 be given to 
a projected national Baptist hospital for 
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A Break in Front and Behind 


By W. C. McLAUCHLIN* 


HE EXPRESS TRAIN left Su- 

chowfu right on time, 11 A. M. 

It is true that no trains had gone 
the day before, because of breaks in the 
line through Communist activities, but 
that was the day before. Everything 
looked fine for a good trip this day. 

A few days before, I had left Haichow 
for Soochow, via Suchowfu, to attend 
Survey Committee and Mission Meeting, 
all unaware of what lay in store for me 
on that route. We expect excitement on 
this end of this line, but when I reached 
Suchowfu without mishap, and started 
south on the Tientsin-pukow Line for 
Nanking, I was looking for smooth sail- 
ing all the way to Soochow. That was 
not to be. 

The train rumbled along at a good clip 
till we reached Fu Li Chi, about forty 
miles south of Suchowfu. There we 
stopped, five minutes, ten minutes, half 
an hour, an hour. Then inquiries began 
to be made. The word was that in about 
another hour, the train would proceed; 
that the broken bridge in front of us 
had not yet been repaired. The hour 
passed. The next bulletin was that 
after two more hours we would start 
south. After that two hours, there was 
still further delay. Finally it was be- 
ginning to get late in the afternoon, and 
many on the train were clamoring to 
have the train return to Suchowfu, if it 
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could not go forward. 

There were about a thousand un- 
armed military officials on the train 
who were extremely uneasy. Just before 
dark all of us got out to see if we could 
not get some action, and get on back 
into Suchowfu since it was clear we 
could not go on toward Nanking. To 
our consternation, we found that the 
track had been broken just a short dis- 
tance in front of us, a new break in the 
line, and that there was also a break 
behind us, blocking the way back to 
Suchowfu. That meant Fu Li Chi for 
the night, and it meant also that the 
Communists were planning. to capture 
the place and the train. 

About eight P. M. some one came in 
saying he heard machine-gun fire not 
very far away. By 9:00 P. M. bedlam 
had broken loose. It was pop, pop, pop; 
tat, tat, tat; boom, boom; rifle, machine- 
gun, and cannon fire from all directions. 
The train pulled away from the station, 
a little way, thinking that shells would 
be aimed at the track right in front of 
it. Most of the passengers got down 
under the train, for safety from flying 
bullets. At about ten-thirty, the at- 
tackers started a great fire very close by. 
It lighted up the heavens for miles 
around. About midnight, they set off 
another large fire which blazed up till 
almost daylight. The fight continued 
all night long, till well after daylight. 
The Communists made one fatal mistake 
which probably saved Fu Li Chi and our 
train. They cut the track behind us be- 
fore a military train, which had left Fu 
Li Chi on the way to Suchowfu, got 
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through. When the soldiers on this 
train saw that Fu Li Chi was being at- 
tacked from all sides, with a slight 
chance of holding back the invaders, they 
attacked the Communists from the rear 
and threw their plans into confusion. 
The real reason why they did not take 
the train that night is because ‘the 
angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him and delivereth 
them.” It was truly a night of terror, 
and all of us ‘“‘wished for the morning.” 
It was also a wonderful opportunity to 
testify to the saving and keeping power 
of the Lord of Hosts. 

The next day it was almost night be- 
fore the track was repaired sufficiently 
so the train could get back into 
Suchowfu. The hope of getting to Mis- 
sion Meeting was gone, so I went on 
back to Haichow, where work had piled 
up apace while I was away. 

Never have we known such an op- 
portunity as is ours here now. The 
harvest is surely plenteous and the 
laborers are few (two). Please join us 
in praying the Lord of the harvest to 
thrust forth laborers into this, his har- 
vest field. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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What We Know About Jesus 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SOHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 1 


Isaiah 53:4-6; Mt. 1:21; 5:17, 20:26-28; Heb. 4:15-16. 


Scripture Quotations from Standard 
(O. T.) and Revised Standard (N. T.) 
Versions. 

It seems almost ridiculous to suggest 
that t} e salvation offered to us in Christ 
Jesug can be described in ten verses of 
Scripture, or discussed adequately in a 
single lesson. But we can look at cer- 
tain aspects of it, as seen in 


I. Anticipation 


1. By the Second Isaiah, Isaiah lived 
during the days of Hezekiah, 150 years 
before Judah was carried captive. The 
second Isaiah as he is often called, per- 
haps a disciple of Isaiah himself, wrote 
after the captivity for a people who had 
begun to despair of the providence of 
God and to lose hope in the great 
promises given by the prophets of an 
earlier day. As the prophecy unfolds, 
Isaiah II enters more and more deeply 
into God’s purpose for his chosen peo- 
ple, not only in the immediate future, 
but in all the days to come. This pur- 
pose will be carried out through a minis- 
ter or servant, whom God will raise up 
for this end. See 42:1-7, 43:5-10; 44:1- 
5; 49:1-7; 50:4-10. These great ‘‘serv- 
ant” passages come to a climax in the 
53rd chapter, in which the prophet 
speaks of the sufferings of God’s Setv- 
ant. They bear on our theme, because 
our Master saw in them a description 
of his own ministry. The prophet fore- 
saw that God’s Servant would be 

(1) Despised, 1-3. Before the prophet 
begins to describe the nature of the 
Servant’s sufferings, he calls attention 
to the widespread unbelief which will 
accompany his mission, .He saw that 
when the servant actually came there 
would be very few who would accept 
the prophetic message concerning him. 
“The arm of the Lord” is a metaphor for 
God’s operation in history. God would 
raise up the Servant, and all through 
his tragic history would work through 
him for the redemption of his people 
and the inbringing of eternal salvation. 
But this divine power would not be 
recognized by the majority of the na- 
tion; they would neither perceive it for 
themselves nor believe it when declared 
unto them. They would be deceived by 
the Servant’s humble origin. He would 
grow up as a tender plant, as a sapling 
or as a root out of a dry ground. In 
’ other words, he would spring from what 
seemed to be unpromising soil. He 
would be handicapped by his origin. 
And men would not find in him the 
beauty, the attraction which they antici- 


pated. Because men would be blind to 
the revelations of the prophets and dis- 
appointed in the actual appearance of 
the Servant, he would be despised and 
rejected of men; a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. 

As a matter of fact, Jesus was tre- 
mendously popular with the common 
people from the beginning of his minis- 
try until the end. He was attractive in 
his own personality and these words of 
Isaiah must not blind us to the actual 
historical facts. He was rejected how- 
ever by the leaders of his nation and 
despised by them as he hung helpless 
on the cross, and for the reasons sug- 
gested here by Isaiah. First, they did 
not understand or appreciate the mes- 
sage that came to them from Isaiah re- 
garding a suffering Messiah. Other 
prophecies seemed to suggest a con- 
quering King. Those in authority did 
not recognize in Jesus the divine ideal. 
Secondly, Jesus with all his attractive- 
ness did not measure up to their expec- 
tations. They felt that every religious 
teacher must conform to their tradi- 
tions, and particularly that he must ful- 
fill the national aspirations and restore 
Israel’s ancient glories. Because Jesus 
did neither he had for them no form or 
comeliness, no beauty that they should 
desire him. 

There are men today who are not at- 
tracted by the character of Jesus. Is 
that a reflection on him or upon them? 

(2) Afflicted, 4-6. In this paragraph 
Isaiah contrasts the people’s estimate 
of the affliction of the Servant with the 
true estimate, or their enlightened judg- 
ment after the event. Their original 
judgment or estimation was that God 
had stricken him because of his own 
wickedness. Now however they see their 
mistake. They realize that he had borne 
their griefs and carried their sorrows, 
in other words that he had suffered in 
their stead. In the next verses they 
penetrate even further into the meaning 
of his sufferings. They have come to 
understand not only that he was 
wounded on account of their transgres- 
sions and bruised on account of their 
iniquity, but also that the chastisement 
needful to procure peace or well-being 
for them was upon him. What the verse 
teaches is that the people could not be 
healed by their own suffering. It was 
only because the Servant suffered volun- 
tarily the consequences of their sin that 
they were able to find peace with God. 
With his stripes (i. e., welts made by 
scourging), writes Isaiah, we are healed. 
And there is need for this healing minis- 


try, for all we like sheep have gone 
astray. 

In this paragraph Isaiah tells us that 
the Messiah’s sufferings would be 
vicarious, and that they would be cura- 
tive. 

2. By Joseph. At the time of Jesus’ 
birth the Jews were subject to the 
power of Rome, but seething with bit- 
terness and resentment and longing 
eagerly for deliverance. The deliver- 
ance which they desired and which 
they expected the Messiah to bring was 
primarily  pciitical. Even _ spiritual- 
minded men, like Zacharias, the father 
of John the Baptist, cherished this fun- 
damental hope (see Luke 1:67-75). 

The Jews were desperately poor. 
Palestine lacked natural resources and 
was badly over-populated; it is esti- 
mated that a third of their national in- 
come was taken for taxes; there was 
much hunger and much heartless ex- 
ploitation, The deliverance for which 
they looked was not only political but 
also economic, Even Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, cherished that hope, (see Lk. 
1:52-53). 

It must have come as a considerable 
disappointment to Joseph, when the 
angel said, ‘‘You shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.”” That was not the message 
that the Jews wanted; just as it was not 
the message that the Czechs and the 
Poles wanted during the days of the 
Nazi occupation or the message that the 
Germans and the Japanese, or the 
Russians, British and Americans want 
at the present time. 

And yet it is the message which the 
world needs today as then. We must 
not minimize the importance of politi- 
cal remedies or of economic remedies, 
but if they are to solve our problems and 
not to aggravate them they must be 
based on moral principle and not on 
temporary expediency; they must re- 
flect a concern for all mankind, and not 
a selfish concern merely for one’s self, 
or one’s nation or one’s class. 

As General MacArthur has said: ‘‘The 
problem basically is theological and in- 
volves a spiritual recrudesence and im- 
provement of human character, which 
will synchronize with our almost match- 
less advance in science, art, literature 
and cultural development of the past 
two thousand years. It must be of the 
spirit if we are to save the flesh.” 

Jesus saves his people—those who 
trust in him—from their sins, because 
he brings to man the life of God and the 
love of God. There is no other way to 
rid ourselves of the enemies within our 
own nature, and ultimately of the 
enemies without, than to yield ourselves 
to the God of love, who commands us 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, 
through Jesus Christ. 


II. Realization 
Many other passages revealing 
Christ’s own estimate of the salvation 
which he brought might have been 
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chosen, but these two reflect twin 
aspects of Christ’s work which the 
church has always recognized: 

1. Revelation, Mt. 5:17. To under- 
stand this verse we need to recall that 
the religious leaders of Israel actually 
charged that Jesus was irreligious. He 
did not act like other pious folk. He 
claimed prerogatives which it seemed to 
them belonged only to God (Mk. 2:7); 
he associated with religious and social 
outcasts (Mk. 2:14-17); he disregarded 
many of their sacred traditions, includ- 
ing those which centered about the Sab- 
bath (Mk. 2:18; 2:23-3:6). It seemed 
to the Pharisees that he was a danger- 
ous revolutionary who was. under- 
mining the foundations of their faith. 

Jesus assures his disciples that he 
came not to destroy but to fulfill. He 
is not speaking here of fulfilling the 
types and prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment (though he did fulfill such types 
and prophecies), but, as the context 
plainly reveals, of filling full the ethical 
and moral teaching of the Law and the 
Prophets (i. e., the Old Testament), of 
giving their incomplete teaching and 
their imperfect ideals their complete 
and perfect expression. As Theodore 
H. Robinson puts it, He came ‘“‘to make 
complete, to perfect, to amend, to give 
the temporary thing, with its numerous 
occasional details, an eternal validity. 
The Law had been an interim expedient, 
the best that could be devised until the 
fulness of time, for the securing of cer- 
tain ends. But under the regime of 
Jesus, these ends can be still better 
secured, and the Law, though superseded 
as the final authority, will be fulfilled, 
completed, absorbed into a higher rule 
of life.” 

This statement throws light on the 
Old Testament revelation. In Jesus’ 
estimation it was neither perfect nor 
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final; it reached its culmination and 
found its completion in him. Chris- 
tians then must read their Old Testa- 
ment in the light of that fuller revela- 
tion which has been given in Jesus 
Christ. Any moral ideal, any concep- 
tion of God, in the Old Testament which 
falls below the revelation given by 
Jesus must be regarded as inadequate 
and incomplete. To understand and to 
enjoy the salvation brought by Jesus 
we must recognize that he came to ful- 
fill the law and the prophets, to bring 
us the perfect and final revelation of 
the [ather. But though revelation is 
a part of Christ’s saving work, it is only 
a part, there is also 

2. Redemption. “The Son of Man 
came ... to give his life as a ransom 
for many.’”’ The word ‘ransom’ had 
real meaning for those who heard 
Jesus’ words. A slave could purchase his 
freedom if he had the proper ransom. A 
prisoner of war might be released 
through the payment of a ransom. A 
man captured by pirates might be held 
for ransom. As Jesus saw man, he was 
a captive of Satan’s, a slave to sin, 
bound by the fetters of his habits and 
his passions. His death—and only his 
death—could serve to set them free. 

The figure which Jesus used here 
captured the imagination of the early 
church. For more than a_ thousand 
years the most popular theory of the 
atonement, the “ransom theory,’ was 
based upon it. Some of the church 
fathers developed the figure very 
crudely, The ransom was paid to the 
Devil who had a proper claim on man. 
The Devil released his hold on man in 
exchange for Christ and found too late 
that he could not retain Christ because 
he was sinless and divine. It is only a 
metaphor that Jesus uses. We cannot 
give meaning to every element in the 
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figure. The Master does not tell here 
how his death serves to release men 
from their sins. He only emphasizes 
the fact, a fact which has been illus- 
trated throughout the history of the 
church. By his death Christ has drawn 
all types of men unto himself. The 
Good News of Jesus, crucified and risen, 
has proved itself to be the power of God 
unto salvation unto all them that be- 
lieve. 

Jesus’ words also suggest some of the 
result of the redemption wrought 
through his life and death. We are 
saved not only from eternal punishment 
in the next life, but also from selfish- 
ness in this life. Men of the world 
measure greatness by the service which 
it commands, by the authority which it 
wields. But those who have followed 
Jesus into the Kingdom of God seek to 
be great in the service which they ren- 
der and in the devotion which they offer. 


III. Retrospect, Hebrews 4:15-16 

The passage in Hebrews has been ex- 
amitied recently in these pages (October 
6, 1947), so can be passed over quickly 
now. The passage was written approxi- 
mately two generations after Jesus’ 
death, and reveals what the early Chris- 
tians had found in Christ, and what we 
have continued to find now for almost 
two thousand years. 

The author presents Jesus as our 
great high priest, one who is infinitely 
great in comparison with all others who 
have claimed that title, because he alone 
brings us into the presence of God. 

The writer mentions four qualifica- 
tions that Jesus has for that office. 
First, he is the Son of God. All others 
who have claimed to be priests are hu- 
man. Christ alone is divine. Second, 
he has passed through the heavens. God 
at times seems to be behind a veil. The 
heavens shut him off from our gaze. 
But Jesus has penetrated every barrier. 
He and he alone has bridged the gulf 
between heaven and earth and come into 
the very presence of God. Third, he has 
sympathy for our weakness. It helps 
us to know that he has faced the same 
temptations that we face, and yet with- 
out sin. He has faced them and over- 
come them and can help us to do the 
same. Fourth, he offers us mercy for 
our past sins and grace to help in every 
time of need, Notice that the help 
comes when it is needed and not till 
then (cf. II Cor. 12:9). We do not 
know what the future holds for us or 
for our loved ones, or for our beloved 
country. We should make every effort 
to prepare for the future. But there is 
no need for us to be anxious or afraid. 
Whatever may happen we may find 
grace from God to meet it. 

We may find the grace that we need 
—if we hold fast to our confession, i. e., 
to our confession of Jesus as Savior and 
Lord, and if we draw near to the throne 
of grace in prayer, If we look for grace 
when we need it, and if we look for it 
confidently, we shall receive. 
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BOOK NOTES 


ON THE MEANING OF CHRIST. By 
John Knox. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
New York, 1947. 117 pp. $2.50. 





In the 1947 Noble Lectures John Knox 
presents the third in a series of small 
pooks on the meaning of Christ. The 
Man Christ Jesus dealt with the char- 
acter and teachings of Jesus; Christ 
the Lord with the meaning of Jesus in 
the early church; and now this latest 
book, On the Meaning of Christ, deals 
with the importance of Jesus Christ for 
us. The lectures seek to discover and 
make clear an ecumenical Christology, 
an understanding of the Christ large 
enough to be acceptable to all members 
of the Christian Church. The author 
makes the fruitful suggestion that when 
we speak of ‘“‘believing in Christ” we 
should recognize that we mean the total 
redemptive work of God, and not just 
one incident in the life or death of 
Christ. He tells us that by ‘‘the Christ” 
we mean the whole life and death and 
resurrection of Jesus, and the Christian 
Church, which grew up as the culmi- 
nation and continuation of his life and 
work; and he points out that when we 
recognize the comprehensive richness of 
meaning we are enabled to worship 
Christ together with many whom a nar- 
rower Christology would exclude. 

The book is exceedingly suggestive 
and timely. It will serve to stimulate 
many of us who read it to re-examine 
our understanding of the Christian mes- 
sage, and perhaps will lead us to dis- 
cover for ourselves a richer meaning 
of the Christ. 

RACHEL HENDERLITE. 
Richmond, Va. 


THE MEANING OF TREASON. By 
Rebecca West. The Viking Press, New 
York, 307 pages, $3.50. 


This is the story of the men who went 
from Britain during the war to aid their 
enemies. It is also a study of the 
mental processes which lead men into 


treason. It has its weaknesses. The 
richness of Rebecca West’s writing 
sometimes clouds her thought. The 


book is too long and not too well bal- 
anced in its parts. In fact, the shorter 
closing sections could have been left off 
to advantage, to let the book center 
around the chief character, William 
Joyce, and his immediate associates. 
Such things, however, do not matter too 
much. It is a powerful book in the build- 
ing up of a picture and in the effect that 
it has on the mind of its readers. 
Two-thirds of its space is given to 
William Joyce, Lord Haw Haw, who 
although technically an American citi- 
zen was for all practical purposes a 
British subject, and who devoted his 
morbidly brilliant talents to the hope of 
breaking the morale of the people with 
whom he had spent most of his life. 
First, the story of his series of trials is 
told. Then follows the record of his 
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W. TALIAFERRO THOMPSON, Professor, Union Seminary in Va.: A Study 
of History, Toynbee; Man, Morals and Society, Flugel; The Rediscovery of the 


THELMA ALBRIGHT, Dean of Students, Queens College: Sartor Resartus, 
Carlyle; Autobiography, Thos. Huxley. 

T. WATSON STREET, Professor, Austin Seminary: Logic of Belief, True- 
blood; And the Life Everlasting, Baillie; John Wesley's Journal. 

THOMAS H. SPENCE, Director, Historical Foundation, Montreat, N. C.: 
Lowell Mason, Arthur Lowndes Rich; Albertus C. Van Raalte, Albert Hyma; 
A Christian Philosophy of Education, Gordon H. Clark. 

E. B. TUCKER, Webb School, Bell Buckle, Tenn.: Autobiography of Cor- 
dell Hull (to be published soon); The Interseminary Series: The World of 
Washington Irving, Van Wyck Brooks. 

NELLE MORTON, Fellowship of Southern Churchmen, Chapel Hill, N. 
C.: The Albert Schweitzer books: Christian Revolutionary, Geo. Seaver; The 
Man and His Mind, Seaver; An Anthology, Chas. Joy, editor. 








life and a study of his personality. Al- 
most as interesting as the discussion of 
the main theme are the author’s descrip- 
tions of British law courts, her pictures 
of London architecture, and her side- 
lights on British character. The last 
sections of the book deal with John 
Amery, traitorous son of a British peer, 
and with the lesser brood of foul birds. 

Miss West makes it clear that treason 
is usually born of a union of self-impor- 
tance and frustration, of resentment and 
feeble pride, with sometimes, as in the 
ease of William Joyce, a touch of psycho- 
pathie idealism. 


J. J. MURRAY. 
Lexington, Va. 


THE HERETICS. By Humphrey 
Slater. Harcourt, Brace and Co., New 
York, 210 pp., $2.75. 


This novel by a young Englishman is 
a most unusual one though it deals with 
a theme that is all too common, that of 
fanaticism. It is presented in two parts: 
the first dealing with the Albigensian 
persecution and subsequent Children’s 
Crusade in 1303; the second and longer 
section with the Spanish Civil War that 
occurred over 700 years later. The set- 
ting of the first section is principally in 
Avignon, France, while the last scene 
of the Spanish part takes place in this 
same ancient French city. 

The fanaticism of the Roman Church 
provoked the Albigensian crusade and 
the later mass deportation of thousands 
of orphan children rendered homeless 
by the death of their parents. It is in- 
teresting to compare a recent novel, 
Angels In The Dust, which deals with 
the first crusade, with this description 


of fanatical cruelty called the Children’s 
Crusade. 

There has never been a bloodier strife 
than the Spanish Civil War. The espe- 
cial horror lay in the fact that not only 
were there two opposing sides but with- 
in the communistie forces there were 
those who betrayed their fellows be- 
cause they did not give lip service to 
the particular ideology in vogue. 

There are episodes displeasing to 
good taste, to say the least, but the im- 
pact of the message is profound. 

ROBERT W. MILES. 

Lexington, Ky. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

W. H. Goodman from Kannapolis, N. 
C., to Edisto Island, S. C. 

Thomas B. Hoover from Tampa, Fla., 
to New College, the Mound, Edinburgh 
1, Scotland. 

Walter Getty, one-time member of the 
Presbyterian, US, staff of young people’s 
workers on the Religious Education 
Committee, and more recently with 
Presbyterian, USA, official agencies, has 
become managing editor of the Presby- 
terian Tribune, independent weekly 
published in Brooklyn, N. Y. Carlyle 
Adams is editor of the Tribune. 

EK. R. Williams from Renick, W. Va., 
to West Fulton, N. Y. 

A. J. Van Pufftelen from McKinney, 
Texas, to 5710 Purdue St., Dallas 9, 
Texas (Westminster Church). 

Frank B. O'Leary, Jr., from Jones- 
boro, Ga., to 417 55th Ave., Meridian, 
Miss. (Oakland Heights church.) 

W. Ernest Wilson, formerly at Mica- 
ville, N. C., has begun his new work 
as pastor of the Whitesburg, Ky., 
church. 

Edward H. Overcash, Charleston, S. 
C., has accepted a call to the Philadel- 
phia church, Forest Park, Ga. 

Donald H. Goshorn, Kenova, W. Va., 
has accepted a call to the Kanawha City 
church, Charleston, W. Va. 

Mark A. Dawber, secretary of the 
Home Missions Council of North Amer- 
ica for the past ten years, has an- 
nounced his intention to retire from 
that position in January, 1949. 








YOUNG MAN OF THE YEAR 


William P. Anderson, III, pastor of 
the Williamsburg and Jamestown, Va., 
churches, has been named Williams- 
burg’s outstanding young man of the 
year. As such, he received the Williams- 
burg Junior Chamber of Commerce Dis- 
tinguished Service Award during Na- 
tional Jaycee Week. The award goes to 
aman between 21 and 35 years old 
selected because of qualities of achieve- 
ment, leadership and service to his com- 
munity during the year and on the basis 
of personal character and ability. Mr. 
Anderson, a native of Clinton, S. C., be- 
came pastor of the Williamsburg church 
in 1945, following service as a Navy 
chaplain. In addition to other civic 
work, he exercises some pastoral care 
for patients in the Eastern State (men- 
tal) Hospital. 


RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS WEEK 


Religious Emphasis week speakers in 
mid-February include William V. Gard- 
ner, First church, Atlanta, at Mary 
Baldwin college, and Julian Lake, First 
church, Bristol, Tenn., at Winthrop col- 
lege. 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE 


John Newton Thomas, professor of 
theology at Union Theological Semi- 
nary, Richmond, Va., was to begin his 
sabbatical leave of absence in mid-Jan- 
uary. During the spring he will study 
at Union Seminary in New York : nd in 
the summer he will be at the Univer- 
sities of Basle and Zurich in Switzer- 
land, studying under Karl Barth and 
Emil Brunner. During this time he will 
also be one of the representatives of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, at the Geneva 
meeting of the World Alliance of Pres- 
byterian and Reformed Churches. 
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SPRUNT LECTURERS 
In addition to Frank W. Price, Sprunt 
lecturer at Union Seminary, Richmond, 
Va., February 22-27, seminary officials 
have announced as collateral speakers, 
Harris E. Kirk, Franklin Street (US) 
church, Baltimore, and Raymond f, 
Lindquist, First (USA) church, Orange, 
N. J. Dr. Price will speak on Christian 
Missions in a New Era, under the title, 
“As the Lightning Flashes”; Dr. Kirk’s 
subject is ‘‘Preaching Values in the 
Epistle to the Romans’’; and Dr. Lind- 
quist has announced as his subject, 
“Christian Sources of Confidence.” 
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